Prizewinners ! 


It was a thrilling moment when Elizabeth W. Higgins of Middlebury College, Middlebury, Vermont, 
and Thyra R. Smith of MacMurray College, Jacksonville, Illinois, stepped forth to receive from Florence 
Bayard Hilles, National Chairman of the Woman's Party, the awards they had won in the recent nation- 
wide Equal Rights Essay Contest. | | 

The prizes—$500 (won by Miss Higgins)—and $200 (awarded to Miss Smith)—were the gift of the 
late Mrs. O. H. P. Belmont, who, until her death, was President of the National Woman's Party, and bear 
witness to that leader's faith that youth would rise to the challenge of justice and equality. 

Distinguished women served as judges of the contest—Fannie Hurst, Ruth Hale, Inez Haynes Irwin, 
Mrs. Fremont Older, and Judge Genevieve R. Cline of the United States Customs Court. The dinner was 
held in the lovely garden of Alva Belmont House, national headquarters of the Party in Washington, and 
there was an attendance of one hundred. | 


Miss Higgins’ home is in Southbridge, Massachusetts, and Miss Smith lives in Jacksonville, [linois. 
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OBJECT OF THK WOMAN'S PARTY 


The object of this organization shall be 

to secure for women complete equality 

with men under the law and in all human 
relationships. 


THE LOCRETIA MOTT AMENDMENT 

“Men and women shall have Kqual Rights 

throughout the United States and every 
place subject to its jurisdiction.” 


“Congress shall have power to enforce 
this article by appropriate legislation.” 


Senate Joint Resolution Number 1 
House Joint Resolution Number 1 


Introduced in the Senate March 10, 1933, 
by Senator JOHN G. TOWNSEND, Delaware. 


| Introduced in the Honse March 9, 1933, 
by REPRESENTATIVE Louis LupLow, Indiana. 


Equal Rights 
Modesty Can Be Overdone 


EADERS of Equa Ricuts may have suspected it. The thought prob-. 
ably has been lying fallow in their subconscious minds. But now we 
are calling upon them to bring it forth, dust it off, and to pehave as 


if it were one of the most important things in their lives. 


We mean that this magazine belongs wholly to its readers ind that its 
character and effectiveness depends on the support—and we are not at this 
moment referring to subscriptions, desirable as large accessions of them 
would undoubtedly be—but to moral, reportorial and editorial support. 


There are in this country, forty-eight States, in all of which interesting 


things affecting women are happening all the time. We also flatter ourselves 


that it takes intelligence as well as a sense of fairness and courage to be a 
Feminist, and therefore assume that our readers are themselves engaged in 
actively promoting, in one way or another, the cause of equality and are using 
varied, interesting and instructive ways to accomplish their ends. Further- 
more wé take it that the methods by which one group is able to win over a 
Senator, elect an Alderman or defeat a discriminatory law, would be intensely 


- absorbing and valuable to every other group. 


Feeling sure that this is the true state of the case and that our readers 
could contribute many items to Equan Rieuts that would help this magazine 


_to more accurately and completely reflect the extent and progress of our 


movement, and knowing also that it takes only a modicum of determination 


and will- -power. to take pen or typewriter in hand and send an article to 


Equau Rieuts, we are appealing to our readers to be more articulate. In this 


- day and age, publicity is a fundamental of progress. 


Don’t hide your light under a bushel, It is fine to be active in the cause, 


but it is fine also to let the world, and especially the women of our forty-eight 
States, know you are active. 


NE of the most valuable assets. in a going business is its good-will. 
When businesses change owners, it is not so much the machinery, 
which may be outworn or obsolescent, or the buildings, which the new. 

owner may have to change or tear down and rebuild, but the list of respon- 
sible and satisfied customers for which the — pays the moat sub- 
stantial sum. | 


Women, as a whole, are not as (families with business practices as men. 


_ They will be when more of them serve on juries and learn the close connection 
- between the life within and that outside the four walls of home. As the 


business. man patronizes those who bring him business, so women paiee must 


| learn the importance of doing as they are done by. 


If, for instance, there are two good hospitals in a city and one oe briminates | 
against women doctors and the other admits them fo its staff on a parity with 


“the men, making efficiency and not sex the basis of appointment, the only 


fair attitude to be taken by the women of that community is to er the 
hospital that.is fair to women. 

An example of the practical Sete out of the doctrine of Equal Rights 
is afforded by the New York Hospital-Cornell Medical Centre in New York 
City, which The Medical and Professional Woman’s Journal informs us has 
an impressive number of women, other than nurses, in positions of respon- 


_ sibility both on its college faculty and hospital staff. Briefly, there are thirty- 


three women on the faculty and forty-two on the staff. 


Not so many years ago, the projectors of the Johns Hopkins Medical School 
in Baltimore, Maryland, lacked some thousands of dollars to establish that 
renowned medical centre. Mary Garrett of Baltimore, be-friender of women 
and co-worker with Susan B. Anthony and Dr. M, Carey Thomas, then presi- 
dent of Bryn Mawr, stepped forward and offered to donate the needed sum, 
provided that women students should be admitted to the medical school on 
the same terms as men. The university accepted the offer. 


Friendship, co-operation, standing together as women, doing—like our 
brothers—as we are done by, will ultimately bring us to our goal—the passage 


of the Equal Rights Amendment. The new hospital and medical centre in 


New York and other institutions of the kind provide additional opportunities 
to prove our loyalties. But it is important, as in the case of Mary Garrett, 
that we recognize and grasp them. 
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Receive Essay Contest Awards 


WARDS in the nation-wide Equal 
A Rights Essay Contest offered by 
- the Students’ Council of the Na- 
tional Woman’s Party through the gen- 
erosity of Mrs. Oliver H. P. Belmont, were 
made to the two prize-winners at a dinner 
in their honor, in the garden of the 
National Headquarters last week. 
Elizabeth W. Higgins of Southbridge, 
Massachusetts, a student at Middlebury 
College, Middlebury, Vermont, and Thyra 
Smith of Jacksonville, Illinois, a student 
at MacMurray College, Jacksonville, Illi- 
nois, won the two prizes. In addition to 
the $500 and $200 awarded them, these 
students were given the trip to Washing- 
ton, a stay of several days at Alva Bel- 
mont House, full of sightseeing, enter- 
taining, and Equal Rights activity. 


The dinner held in the garden of the . 


Headquarters Friday night, September 8, 
was not only the occasion for the presen- 
tation of prizes to the winners but a gen- 
eral recognition of the fact that it is the 
young women of this generation who will 
have to bear the brunt of perhaps the most 
important part of women’s fight for free- 
dom—the struggle for economic equality. 

Laura Berrien, member of the National 
Council of the Woman’s Party, and 
National Treasurer of the organization, 
presided at the dinner. As toastmistress 


she set the keynote for the evening by say- 


ing: | 
“The intention of this gathering, as 
you know, is to award prizes to the suc- 


cessful contestants. These girls have 


competed with girls from colleges in all 
parts of the United States. Their essays, 
and a great many others which were 
turned in, were judged by most distin- 
guished women. Judges in the essay con- 
test were Fannie Hurst, Ruth Hale, Inez 
Haynes Irwin, Mrs. Fremont Older, and 
Judge Genevieve R. Cline. The idea of 
the essay contest was Mrs. Belmont’s own 
idea. There was something in the valiant 
leadership of Mrs. Belmont that appealed 
to young people, and it has entered, I am 


sure, into the lives of these two young — 


people. Mrs. Belmont herself arranged 
for the contest, and as these prizes are 
awarded, I am sure all of us are think- 
ing of her leadership and her constant 
efforts for women. Just a word about the 
Students’ Council before we go on. Mary 
Van Castile, first chairman of the Stu- 
dents’ Council, has told me that they were 
impelled to organize, because she saw 
young men leaving college with all avenues 
opened to them, and she saw young women 
entering the world with many avenues 
closed. 

“These young women who have entered 
college thinking that they can go into 
the world, and that they can compete with 
men, now are thoroughly aroused by codes 


which contain discriminations against 
women. Girls in the colleges today are 
thinking and talking of Equal Rights. 
Men and women are heeding the voice of 
young women in the colleges.” 

Miss Berrien then introduced Mrs. 
Harvey W. Wiley, Vice-Chairman of the 
Woman’s Party, who said in part: 

“It is, indeed, a very happy occasion to 
be here to congratulate Miss Higgins and 
Miss Smith for the winning of these 
prizes, Mrs. Belmont, our beloved and 
far-seeing president, in offering these 
prizes, did a very wise thing. We can not 
tell how far-reaching will be its effect. 
Education today, as we know it, is not 


only giving instruction to youth, but is 


the imparting into young lives of every- 
thing that can make them better citizens. 
Female education used to be ridiculed. 
I am thinking tonight of the great pio- 
neers of women’s education, of Mrs. Wil- 
lard, of Mary Lyon, of Susan B. Anthony, 
who opened the way to equality. We 
are thankful to Mrs. Belmont for her far- 
seeing wisdom and courage. We are 
thankful for our beloved Alice Paul, who 
is—through constant work every moment 
of the day—putting our movement for- 
ward. I would like to say to these two 
young college women that I hope they will 
work for this great movement, be a part 
of it, and then hand the torch on to 
others.” 

Mabel Van Dyke, chairman of the 
Young Women’s Coane, 


saying: 


“Several years ago his was a call 
for some of us to help in the forming 
of Student Councils, and I had the great 
privilege of going to Goucher at the time 


our Student Council there was formed. 
I hope, indeed, that there will be another 


students’ essay contest—an annual con- 
test. I feel sure that students gathered 
here tonight and meeting later next week 
at the Headquarters, will go back to their 
colleges determined to further the Equal 
Rights movement. 

The next speaker, Bunand- 
Sevastos, Secretary of the Inter American 
Commission of Women, outlined the 


work of the Inter American Commission. | 


She took her audience, as she expressed 
it, “from sunny, warm Cuba, which is 
very nice when there are no revolutions, 
to The Hague and Geneva.” She discussed 
the treaty presented at Havana which 
would insure to women Equal Rights 
with men. Immediately after the meet- 
ing at Havana a group of women went to 
Paris to present to the plenipotentiarics 
the same Equal Rights Treaty which was 
presented at Havana. Miss Sevastos then 
outlined the present work of the Inter 
American Commission of Women, com- 
posed of one woman from each of the 


gpeaker. 


countries which form the Pan-American 

Union. She discussed The Hague Con- 
ference where the subject of. nationality 
was considered, the work at Geneva 
under the direction of Alice Paul, and 
the coming conference at Montevideo. 

Miss Sevastos made a special appeal .to 
the » young people to support the Feminist 
movement, and to see that gains that have 
been obtained with such difficulty should 
not only be held, but extended to other 
countries. 

Shaw, of the Gov- 
ernment Workers’ Council, was the next 
speaker. Mrs. Shaw has battled valiantly 
against Section 213 of the Economy Act 


‘under which married women are being 


dismissed from Government service. 

“Nothing should count for appointment 
to office,” she said, “but one’s worth for 
that office. Prejudice and discrimination 
should not exist when one considers the 
source of salary —taxation of men and 
women alike. But we women have suf- 
fered these discriminations with much 
patience. Only lately there has been 


_ noted a definite scare among the women, — 


Although the Economy Act of 1932 men- 
tions ‘persons,’ not ‘women,’ it for the 
most part affects women whose husbands 
are also in the service, as women are for 
the most part in the lower paid positions. 
Only in a few cases, and for‘a very féw 
reasons did the husband deem it best to 
resign, 

“I have talked to you about discrimi- 


“nations against women in the Govern- 


ment service. The only sure safeguard 
is to write the Equal Rights Amendment, 
into the Constitution of the United States, 
Many times I wish that I could say that 
I had helped in the campaign for suffrage, 
and I hope that some day I may say that 
I helped in the fight for Equal Rights 
for women. The world must be so well 
rid of prejudice and discrimination 
against women that to be guilty of this 
would make one guilty of a felony.” — 
Honorable Virginia E. Jenckes, Con- 
gresswoman from Indiana, was the next 
She addressed her remarks to 
the young women, who, she said, had “all 
the world ahead of them.” Congress- 
woman Jenckes spoke very earnestly 
about the responsibilities of a Congress- 
woman today. “When my friends and 
neighbors gave me this opportunity,” she 
said, “I made up my mind that there 
never was going to be a time when I was 
to be found wanting. When we had a 
midnight session I always stayed so no 
one could say, ‘She’s a woman, and she. 


isn’t on the job’.”” 


In introducing the next speaker, Miss 
Berrien said: “More than thirty years 
ago a school of law was formed in Wash- 
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ington, since none of the law schools 
would have women. The present dean of 
that school is here tonight, Dean Grace 
Hays Riley, the only woman dean of a 
law school in the world.” 

“When one comes to Woman’s Party 
affairs, the spirit of the crusaders enters 
into one’s heart. I feel like an old 
war horse that smells a battle,” Dean 
Riley said. She then summarized phases 
of the Feminist movement and paid trib- 
ute to youth, saying, “As a dean of a law 
school in which many women are enrolled, 
I have reason to believe that there are 
many worthy followers of Susan B. An- 
thony in this new generation. They im- 
press us with their sincere earnestness of 
purpose. I say often and I say now, 
‘There is nothing that they cannot do’.” 

The next speaker, who outlined the 
present-day economic discriminations 
against women, was Nora Blatch Barney, 
daughter of Mrs. Harriet Stanton Blatch, 


and granddaughter of Elizabeth Cady 


Stanton. Mrs. Barney urged that we of 
this generation set ourselves to the task 
of removing every vestige of discrimina- 
tion against women in law, custom, and 
in the economic world, so that year by 
year the same discriminations in different 
forms will not keep coming up again and 

The guest of the evening, Anna Lenah 
Elgstrom of Sweden then spoke brilliantly 
and beautifully of freedom for women, 

“You understand how happy I am to be 


here, when I spent so many days with you 
at National Headquarters in August, and 
now come back again. I feel I am among 
splendid women who have devoted their 
lives for the future freedom for their 
sisters. It was like coming home when 
I came back today. 

“The woman movement is perhaps the 
only romantic movement left in the world. 
That the Woman’s Party has not only 


had a successful yesterday, but will have 


a promising tomorrow is evidenced by the 


_ young and beautiful faces that I see every- 


where around me.” — 

Florence Bayard Hilles, National 
Chairman, then addressed hersélf to the 
prize- winners. From her stock of ex- 
periences she told story after story to illu- 
strate the fact that women are far from 
equal in law and in custom. She cited 
new economic discriminations in the codes 
that are being drawn up, and declared: 

““We know that the one way to stop all 
this is for the principle of justice to be 
written into the Constitution, that men 
and women shall have Equal Rights in 
every part of the United States, and 
throughout its jurisdiction, and this is 
what we must work for. 


“TI want to say another thing to these — 


young women. Some years ago I had a 
kennel of dogs. I was showing them at 
a fair. Many of them, I am glad to say, 
had just won ribbons. As I came away 
from the fair I saw that a street meeting 
was going on—a suffrage meeting—and 
so I stopped. There was a young woman 


Equal Rights 


talking to those people, and I heard her 
say so much that I believed, making artic- 
ulate so much that I scarcely realized that 
I believed, that when I saw the kindly 
faces that agreed, and the sneering faces 
that did not, I felt she was fighting my 
fight, and so I was for suffrage. 

“Before giving the prizes to these col- 
lege girls, one from Vermont and one from 
Illinois, I want to touch on the far- 
sightedness of Mrs. Belmont. I wish to 
give these prizes not only in behalf of 
Mrs. Belmont, but for the Woman’s 
Party.” Mrs. Hilles then presented the 
first prize, a check for $500, to Eliza- 
beth Higgins, and the second prize, a _— 
check for $200, to Thyra Smith, say- 


ing, “I want you to feel that you are part 


of the National Woman’s Party and of 

this movement.” | 

Both Miss Higgins and Miss Smith re- 
sponded enthusiastically. Miss Higgins, 
who comes from a co-educational college, 
said, “If the boys do not let us in on any- 
thing, we start a campaign!” She ex- 
pressed her gratitude to the National 
Woman’s Party for letting her see “not in 
an academic way, but by being here, how 
I can help in this Equal Rights move- 
ment.” 

'Miss Smith, who will this year be a 
sophomore at MacMurray College, said 
with great vivacity that “the winning of 
this contest has been a big thing in my 
life. It is certainly up to the college 
peeple-of teday. - And I certainly drank 
you for this prize. 2 


Responsible 


EFORE I came to visit the National 
Woman’s Party, I was questioned 
by a Scandinavian newspaper on 


as an authoress and a newspaper woman. 
I answered that one of my best experi- 
ences has been the feeling that everywhere 
I go in the world I am sure to meet mem- 
bers of a society as wide as the world 
itself, a society without rules and member- 
ship fees, a kind of silent freemasonry 
among a certain kind of women—women 
aware of their responsibilities as the 
mothers of the world, women working 
to be able to exercise those responsibili- 
ties, in short, working against the social 


and economic discriminations against 


woman, which tends to make her a ward 
of society rather than a free agent. Be- 
cause as a Marxist I know that only from 
a basis of economic freedom can grow 
social and spiritual freedom, freedom of 
thought, freedom of action. So you 
understand that I feel very much at home 
in the National Woman’s Party, amongst 
these splendid women who are devoting 
their whole lives to the fight for better 
conditions and greater opportunities for 
their sex. 

Permit me, therefore, to congratulate 


what were the best experiences of my life — 


By Anna Lenah Elgstrém of Sweden 
(Eatracts from speech delivered at dinner 
in honor of the prize-winning stu- 
denis in the Equal Rights Heeay 
Contest.) 


the winners of the prizes in the Equal 
Rights Contest, not only for the prizes, 
but also because I take it that the essays 
they have written are a kind of applica- 


tion for membership in the sisterhood I — 


spoke of. I congratulate them because 
that means that they are interested in 


the future of their sex and the future of 


the world. And I congratulate the Na- 
tional Woman’s Party for the widespread 
interest this contest has awakened 
amongst the women college graduates, be- 
cause that means that the policy the Na- 
tional Woman’s Party is standing for has 
been able to awaken a splendid answer 


in the hearts of young women all over 


the country. As a woman writer I feel 


_ especially happy that you may be future 


writers—seem to be well aware, to judge 
from your essays, of both the difficulties 
in the path of modern women and of the 
need to arouse more women to real effort 
to remove the obstacles in their way. In 


this time the world needs articulate 


women. The world needs women of ac- 
tion, women who do things, but it also 
needs very much women who can inspire 
their sisters, who can put in clear words 
the common end of women. But you can 
not have women writers if you don’t first 
have women fighters, if you don’t first 
have Feminists. 

Just now we women seem to be in some 
danger, at least that is the fact in some 
countries, to be quite submerged and put 
out of reckoning. If you look at Germany 
just now, it is as if you looked back to 
the fifties. At no other time has woman 
been held, body and soul, in a tighter 
bondage to the individualistic family, 
from whose circle it was a crime for her 
to look out, than in the fifties. You have 
every claim on our gratitude because our 
movement, so to speak, began in America, 
and because some great inspirations have 
come to us from America of the present 
time. The movement of my country has 
been very closely connected with wom- 


en’s literature. 


In modern times Ellen Key has trans- 
lated in modern and more advanced terms 
the injunctions of Fredrika Bremer to 
the women to base their claims on free- 
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dom and opportunities on the ground that 
they have something to give society, to 
base their claims not on their alikeness 
with men, but on their difference from 
them, because that difference is just the 
thing that society needs. 

Of course even in my country we feel 
the marked tendency that there is the 
world over, to put women out of jobs if 
there aren’t enough jobs to go around 
for the men. ‘The open door policy,’ 
which is the same for Europe that the 
policy of the National Woman’s Party 
is for your country, is a very great factor 
in the fight the Swedish women put up 
against this tendency. In this fight I 
think we shall succeed. The trend of the 
time in the main is for us, not against us. 

We Feminists have talked now such a 


very long time about the new values that 
it is the special province of women to set 
before the world that it really seems about 


time we roused ourselves to shift the 


old ones. But for that we must first 
make sacrifices, not of ourselves, in the 
old, silly sense, but sacrifices of our femi- 
nine passivity, our feminine spirit of com- 
promise, our feminine love of comfort. 
And we must see further than we some- 
times do—not only to our own rights and 
opportunities—we must also set our eyes 
on our responsibilities as mothers. We 
must work for democracy in the true 
sense I have spoken about—because only 
undér a'true democratic system, that pro- 
tects the interest of all, can women make 


fruitful the deep creative instincts that 


now ery out in every true woman’s breast. 
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That this our modern society of today— 
built as it is on lust, not on love, on ambi- 
tion and competition, not on brotherhood, 


on slavery of the many for the few, not 


on co-operation—must be transformed in 
the true society that our big women 
geniuses have seen in their visions; -a 
society where mankind is the sole end of 
mankind! I envy you young American 
women the opportunities you have today 
to further this kind of society in your 
country. But that is only in keeping with 
the wonderful tradition of American 
womanhood! And so I go away full of 
hope for you, as I think all Swedish 
women are who are members of that free- 


masonry I spoke about, the international 


sisterhood to which I welcome you young 
adepts of today. 


Student Council Meets 


leading colleges in the United 

States, headed by Elizabeth Mc- 
Ging of the Class of 1934 of Goucher Col- 
lege, Baltimore, who presided as ,tem- 
porary chairman, gathered at the Alva 
Belmont House, the National Woman’s 
Party Headquarters in Washington, Sep- 
tember 13, at a meeting of the Students’ 
Council. 

The meeting was held at this time so 
that Elizabeth Higgins of Middlebury Col- 
lege, Middlebury, Vermont, and Thyra 
Smith of: MaeMurray College; Jackson- 
ville, Illinois, who won the prizes for the 
best essays on the subject, “The Equal 
Rights Amendment,” might attend. 
Miss McGing outlined the work of the 

Goucher Student Council for Equal 
Rights. She explained its activity during 
the past year in behalf of jury service in 
Maryland, its activity in the college to 


RR esting of twelve 


spread wider knowledge of the Feminist 


movement, and its work to try to open 
one of Maryland’s engineering schools 
to women. Miss McGing gave out copies 
of “A Bibliography on the Woman Move- 
ment” which had been prepared by Dr. 
Mary Wilhemine Williams, Professor of 
History at Goucher. 

Anita Pollitzer, Vice-Chairman of the 
National Woman’s Party, who was pres- 
ent at the meeting, then led a round-table 
discussion on “What students can do con- 
cretely to help in the pasage of the Equal 
Rights Amendment.” She pointed out 
that the temporary codes formed for the 
industries under the N. R. A. show 
marked discrimination against women in 
more than 60 lines of work. Salary dif- 
ferences in some cases place women’s 
wages anywhere from 10 to 15 cents an 
hour below the wages given men for the 
same work. “Today, the present gen- 
eration of college girls,” Miss Pollitzer 
said, “work both within their own colleges, 
and also outside the colleges, to eliminate 
the handicaps still existing for women, 
both legally and economically. Through 


the Student Council they can unite forces, 
and by determined effort can put an end 
to present-day discriminations.” 


“CONSCIENCELESS WASTE” 
(By the United Press.) 


Denver, Sept. 5—Dr. J. H. Ward, $4, | 
emtinient scientist, stood beside the coffin 
of his wife, Lizzie Cheney Adams Ward, 
at her funeral yesterday and he arraigned 
| “soeiety and an educational system which 

annually millions of dollars try- 


and es.” 
scienceless waste,” Dr. Ward asserted, “I 


offer my own alma mater, Harvard Uni- 
| pa cag which shuts its doors to brilliant 
girls while welcoming - sorts of rich 


Florence Bayard Hilles, Chairman of 
the Woman’s Party, who had motored 
down from Delaware, spoke to the stu- 
dents on actual cases of discrimination. 

Both the prize-winners in their brief 
talks at this meeting stressed the value to 
them of seeing, at Woman’s Party Head- 


quarters, the practical work done in fields — 


other than the purely academic ones, to 
forward the Equal Rights Amendment in 
all its phases. © 

Miss Higgins, who in her essay stressed 
the New England type, the Puritan wom- 
an, said: 

“There was no thought in those days 
of classing women with children. Those 
women took their places beside their 
men, working and living to make a 
home and future for their children. 
Just so, the women who rode in cov- 
ered wagons across the plains of our 
West asked no privileges but only the 
right to blaze a trail hand-in-hand with 
their men, that they, too, might make the 
way easier for those who would follow 
after. Customs and laws change but the 


American woman today is the same in 
spirit as those pioneer women and longs 
for the same rights, realizing well that 
with rights come duties. She has no de- 
sire to have life made easy. Both men 
and women today must recognize that 
our unemployment situation has not been 
brought about by the entrance of women 
into industry but by the — of 
men by the machine.” 

Miss Smith who took for the title of 
her essay, “In the footsteps of Eve,” sug- 
gested by a quotation from Ellen Key— 
gesture when she reached for the fruit of 
the Tree of Knowledge,”—spoke on her 


desire to help in the organization work of 
the Student Council. 


After discussion centering round the 
Equal Rights Amendment, protective 
legislation for women only, etc., soi elec- 
tion of officers took place. 

Betty McGing, Goucher, 1934, was 
elected acting chairman; Georgia Lloyd, 
Antioch College, first vice-chairman; 
Anyda Marchant, National University, 
secretary; Dorothea Gwinn, three years, 
University of Wisconsin, who will be a 
senior at George Washington University 
this year, treasurer. 

In addition to the officers, an advinory 
board composed of the following students 
was chosen: Frances Carter, Bryn Mawr : 
Betty Higgins, Middlebury College; Mar- 
tha Louise Little, Wellesley; Arria G. 
McGinniss, Wellesley; Mary 8S. Morris, 
Women’s College, University of Delaware; 
Barbara Moulton, Smith; Elizabeth K. 
Neill, Wellesley; Alice Richardson, Wel- 
lesley ; and Thyra Smith, MacMurray Col- 
lege. 

Those present expressed the hope that 


some one will again offer a prize for 


essays on the subject, “The Equal Rights 
Amendment,” in which case the Student 
Council plans to publicize the fact widely 
in the schools and colleges. Miss McGing 
is sending out an Equal Rights bulletin 
shortly for publication in college papers. 
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~ Pennsylvania Plans Important Parley 


Sara B. Cummings, chairman, the 

Pennsylvania Branch of the Na- 
tional Woman’s Party is planning an in- 
tensive drive for members, for raising 
funds to carry on its work, and for get- 
ting the women of Pennsylvania _ thor- 
oughly aroused to the necessity for the 
immediate passage of the Equal Rights 
Amendment. 
- The fall rally of the Pennsylvania 
Branch will follow an informal dinner 
meeting which will take place Monday, 
October 9, at 6.30 P. M., at a famous old 
hotel, known to several generations of 
Philadelphians as Green’s Hotel, and lo- 
cated at Chestnut street, below Eighth. 
Subscription to the dinner is $1 per plate, 
and “all who have signified faith in the 
National Woman’s Party and all other 
women who believe in economic, social 
and political equality,” regardless of 
whether or not they are Pennsylvanians, 
Mrs. Cummings announces, will be wel- 
come. 


U NDER the inspiring leadership of 


Equal 


a Ta called meeting, August 22, of 
A the Business Women’s Legislative 


Council of California, of which Sue 


Brobst is president, the following resolu- 
tions were passed, as reported in the Bul- 
letin of the Council, edited by Una R. 
Winter of Los Angeles: 


Wuereas the Business Women’s 
Legislative Council of California is 
interested in equality for men and 
‘women in business, industry and the 
professions, and 

Wuereas the National Recovery 
Administration is now adopting 
codes for various lines of industry; 
now therefore, be it | 

Resolved, That the Business Wom- 
en’s Legislative Council of California 
urges that the N.R.A. shall incorpo- 
rate into every code the following 
wording: “There shall be no dis- 
crimination against any employee 
because of race, sex or creed,” and 
be it further | 

_Resolved, That a copy of this reso-_ 
lution be sent to the President of the © 
United States, to General Hugh John- 
son, of the N.R.A., and to the Secre- 
tary of Labor; also to the press. 


* 

At the same meeting Acting President 
Alberta Gude Lynch called attention to 
the new policy of the Los Angeles Board 
of Education which states: 

“Every principal, vice-principal, super- 
‘visor and director in the Los Angeles city 
-schools who has a spouse teaching in said 
-schools will be given an opportunity for 
either wife or the husband to ask for a 
‘sabbatical leave of absence; and in case 
they do not see fit to accept this sugges- 


She is hoping that members of the 
Party in other States, who may be in or 
around Philadelphia at that time, will 
make a special effort to attend. Her cir- 
cular letter of invitation reads, in part: 

“You are earnestly asked to attend this 
dinner; and, in order to ‘spread the gos- 
pel,’ to bring as many friends as you can. 
Intelligent publicity by an enlightened 


public is the first step toward success. 
Arrangements will be made for group 


seatings if requested. 
“Prominent speakers will ols the 
meeting, plans for the coming Congres- 
sional campaign will be: outlined, and 
machinery set in motion. You well know 


the importance of this announcement. 
“Members of the Party are fully aware 
of the need of safeguarding women’s 


right to paid employment in the business, 
professional and industrial world. Not 
until the Equal Rights Amendment be- 
comes a part of the Federal Constitution 
will this right be indisputable.” 

A later announcement discloses that 


tion, both will be assigned to teaching 
positions.” 

An open hearing on this policy was held 
by the Los Angeles Board of Education a 
few weeks ago when Mrs. Lynch attended 
and spoke for the right of married women 
to work. Florence Valentine, president of 
the Los Angeles District Business and 
Professional Women’s Clubs also made an 


- eloquent plea for the teachers who would 


be effected. 

One of the elementary school Gidthers 
whose husband is a principal, told of how 
this new policy would work; that is, the 
wife in every case would be the one to go. 


‘She stated that 37 couples would be af- 


fected by this ruling. 

“Yet married women,” the Bulletin 
points out, “pay the same high taxes 
on their property (if they have any) 
that men do and the same special taxes. 
This is taxation—with the opportunity 
to earn tax money denied them. So, to 
be married to a man who can earn a mod- 
est salary means the wife’s dismissal— 
no matter how efficient or how long and 
hard she has worked to gain her position. 
Are married women really people? We 
guess not!” « 


The Industrial Welfare Commission of 
California has issued a general order that 
“the State minimum wage will provide 
greater salaries than are required for 
women and minors under the N. R. A. 
Experienced employes in offices shall re- 
ceive a minimum of $16 per week for an 
8-hour, 6-day: week. 

“Tnexperienced women over 18 must be 


Florence Bayard Hilles, N ational Chair- 
man of the Party, will be the honor guest 
and will introduce the speakers, among 
whom will be Maud Younger, chairman 
of the Party’s Congressional Committee, 
and Lois Buenzli of Philadelphia, who 
toured Pennsylvania during the summer 
to spread the gospel of Equal Rights. 
The rally is not to be confined to the 


Philadelphia district, but will include 
Party workers from all the adjacent coun- 


ties—Delaware, Montgomery, Bucks and 
Chester. With Philadelphia as a nucleus 
and strong foci already established in its 
environs and nearby counties, it is hoped 
soon to have the entire State so thorough- 
ly organized that its influence at Wash- 


. ington in behalf of all equality measures 
ean no longer be gainsaid. 


_ Esther J. Chaney, 2914 North 27th 
street, Philadelphia, is chairman of the 
dinner committee. It is requested that 
checks for reservations be drawn to the 
order of the National Woman’s Party, 
Philadelphia Branch, _ 


Legal Rights for Persons 


paid a minimum of $12 for the first three 


months, $14 for the next three and not 
less than $16 per week thereafter. Only 
one-third of the women employed in an 
office may be listed as apprentices. 

“Each firm must keep a record of its 
payroll on threat of prosecution for a 
misdemeanor.”’ | 

“Here,” declares the Bulletin, “we have 
a conflict between State and national 
minimum wage rates and hours of labor 
that is going to work another hardship 
on women. No business firm is going to 
pay a woman $16 per week when they can 


get a young man to work for less, We 


will see more and more women lose their 
jobs because the State will not allow them 
to.accept the minimum wage fixed by the 
national codes, 

“Or, the firms will make use of the ap- 
prenticeship clause, dismissing new em- 
ployes everysix months and takingon more. 

“And, to think that women in charge 
of the Industrial Welfare Commission 
should be so short-sighted as to fix rules 
that (if enforced) will work a hardship 
on the very employes they seek to protect! 

“And all because they do not recognize 
a fundamental fact in industry—that the 
same rules must be applied alike to work- 
ers of both sexes if they are to endure. 

“Last month we asked, ‘Has our Indus- 
trial Welfare Commission outlived its 


usefulness?? This month we feel com- 
pelled to say ‘Yes’.” 


The Bulletin continues: 
“The new steel code (now adopted) 
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states ‘there shall be no discrimination 
against employes on account of race, sex 
or creed’. 

“But, at least ten other codes discrimi- 
nate against women, fixing lower mini- 
mum wages for them than for men. These 
industries are silk and rayon, dyeing and 


printing, bedding, paint, varnish, mayon- 


naise and wheat flour milling. 


“The National Woman’s Party 1 is repre- 


sented at the code hearings whenever dis- 
criminations are contemplated and speaks 
forcefully against this injustice, bringing 
before the men just how unfair this prac- 
tice is. 

“A representative said recently, ‘None 
of the codes proposes that women be 
charged lower prices for beds, rayon, 
mayonnaise or flour.’ | 

“The great majority of women have to 
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earn their living or help support others 
at some time during their lifetime; either 
before marriage, during marriage, or in 
case of divorce or widowhood. No woman 
knows what moment she may be forced 
out to earn her way. Thus our laws and 
codes governing industry should be as 
fair and just to women as to men. We 
have never asked for any advantage over 


Differences To Be Eliminated 


HE following correspondence has 

passed between Florence Bayard 

Hilles, National Chairman, National 
Woman’s Party, and Frances Perkins, 
Secretary of Labor. 


August 15, 1933. 


Honorable Frances Perkins, 
Secretary of Labor, 
Washington, D. C. 


Deak MapamM: 

We understand that there will be 
a meeting this afternoon to consider 
protests against the going into effect 
of the temporary code submitted by 
employers in the hotel and restaurant 
business. 

This code, we are informed, con- 
tains a provision for 48 hours for 
women and 54 hours for men, with a 
lower minimum wage for women than 
for men. It is unnecessary to point 
out to you the injustice of this; how- 


Women Doctors in 
Important Posts 


The Medical and 
Professional 
Woman’s Journal, 
Cincinnati, Ohio, 
September, 1933. 


tion of the op- 
portunities for 
women which are 
afforded the 
Medical Center of 
the New York Hos- 
pital-Cornell Medi- 
cal College Associa- 
tion, aside from its unexcelled school and 
facilities for nursing education, one of 
the most impressive facts is the large 


number of women, other than nurses, who 


hold positions of responsibility both on 
the college faculty and the hospital staff. 
Thirty-three are assoviated with the 
faculty in positions ranging from as- 
sistant instructor to assistant professor, 
while in the hospital departments the 
number is even larger—forty-two in all. 

In medicine there are one woman 4as- 
sistant resident physician and fifteen 
women physicians in the out-patient de- 
partment. Surgery has five women sur- 
geons or assistant surgeons in its out- 
patient department, and both anesthetists 
are women doctors. In pediatrics there 


is one woman assistant resident pedia- : 
trician and three women pediatricians to 


the out-patient department, and one of 


the internes also is a woman. Three of the 


assistant resident psychiatrists are wom- 


N any considera- 


ever, we wish to add our protest to 
the adoption of any such code even 
temporarily. 

We know your very favorable posi- 
tion in regard to equal pay for equal 
work and we know that you are 
aware of the great danger, in the 
matter of such hours, of the dismissal 
of women and their replacement by 
men. 


We wish to register our strong pro- 
test in behalf of such injustice and 
hope that no code with such pro- 
visions may go into effect even tem- 
porarily, but that all regulations 
governing wages and hours shall be 
for men and women alike, and that 
any wage differentials shall be based 
on the nature of the work and not the 
sex of the worker. 


Yours respectfully, 


FLORENCE BAyarD 
_. National Chairman. 


Press Comment 


en and seven others are psychiatrists and 


assistant psychiatrists to the out-patient © 
department. Moreover, three of the four 
assistant clinical bacteriologists in the 


Central Laboratories are women. 


YOUR PARTY CALLS 


If ever there was a time when the Na- 
tional Woman’s Party needed the undi- 
vided loyalty and whole-souled co-opera- 
tion of its members, that time is now. 
Women today are fighting the battle for 
freedom and justice on every front. What 
to do next, how to mass our forces, what 
influence we can bring to bear to make 
those in power see the light, will be dis- 
cussed at the coming Biennial Convention 
* the Party to be held November 4 and 5 

Wilmington. Come even if it costs you 
the effort. Our cause 
is worthy of sacrifice, and there will be 
rich rewards. The du Pont Hotel in 


rates 
a with distinguished speakers is 
process of preparation. 


Among the many women whose ability 
has been recognized in the organization 
of the faculty and staff is Dr. Connie M. 
Guion, head of the general medical clinic 
of the out-patient department, and one 
of the two assistant attending physicians, 
the other being Dr. Evelyn Holt. Dr. 


Guion also is assistant professor of clin- 


Depatiment of Labor 
Office of the Secretary ; 
Washington 


August 17, 1933. 


Mrs. Florence Bayard Hilles, 
National Chairman, | 
National Woman’s Party, 
Washington, D. C. 


My Mrs. Hituzs: : 


I have your letter of August 15. 
I agree in principle with what you 
say, and will look into the matter of 
the temporary code, 

In the rush many temporary 
arrangements are being permitted 
based on present practices, but no 
such differences will appear in the 
permanent codes. 


Sincerely yours, 
FRANCES PERKINS, 


ical medicine. Dr. Phyllis Greenacre, 
one of the dssistant attending psychia- 
trists, also is assistant professor of 


Clinical psychiatry, while Dr. May G. 
Wilson, associate attending pediatrician, 


is assistant professor of clinical pedia- 
trics. In the out-patient department Dr. 
Lucy Crawford is in charge of the recep- 
tion of all accident cases. The chief dieti- 


tian, who with the assistance of fourteen 
expert dietitians supervises the produc- 
tion of the thousands of meals required 
daily for the Center’s large population, 


is Miss 8. Margaret Gillam, whose record 


in organizing the nutrition work of the | 


Michigan University Hospital and the 


efficiency of the system she had inaugu- 


rated there were the deciding factors in 
her selection. 

In the space available it is possible to 
list only one other woman whose work is. 


so essential to the functioning of this 
She is 


great humanitarian institution. 
Miss Anna D. Wolf, former associate pro- 
fessor of nursing and superintendent of 
nurses at the University Clinics, Univer- 
sity of Chicago. Her title at the new 
center is director of nursing service and 
director of the School of Nursing. Under 
Miss Wolf’s able guidance the association 
has launched a fourfold program of edu- 
cation which, with the unparalleled 
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facilities afforded by this great teaching 
unit for all types of nursing work, should 


enable the New York Hospital to surpass 
even its previous record in the nursing 


field, which is attested to by the impor- 
tant places its graduates have held and 
continue to hold in nursing education, 
hospitalization, and in social service and 
public health work. 


*“Major 
Contribution” Is 
Made by Woman 


MERICAN women 

have been ask- 
ing what is to be 
their part in the 


The Sentinel- 
national recovery 
program. General 
Hot Springs, 
Arkansas, Johnson told them 


in his St. Louis ad- 
dress recently. 

It is the women 
who are to be counted upon, in the last 
analysis, to make the National Recovery 
Act effective. They are to be depended 
upon as they have been in every great 
national crisis. 

General Johnson wants the co-operation 
of every housewife. 

“Woman in defense of the support of 
her home is about as safe for triflers as 
a lioness at the door of a den full of cubs,” 
he says. “When every American housewife 
understands that the Blue Eagle on every- 
thing that she permits to come into her 
home is a symbol of its restoration to 
security, may God have mercy on the man 
or group of men who ——_ to trifle 
with this bird. 

“The job of every woman in this pro- 
gram is a very vital, active and definite 


August 19, 1933. 


one. She should insist on a display of the 


Blue Eagle by every ~~ of her 
home.” 
In a sense, General J ‘ohnson’s statement 


answers the question of how the adminis- 


tration intends dealing with deliberate 
evaders of the National Recovery Act. In- 
direct disciplinary action is to be left up 
to the women. 

Women are the purchasing agents for 
the average American home. Once con- 


vince them that buying only commodities 


which bear the stamp of the National Re- 
covery Act is the patriotic and fashion- 
able thing to do and they’ll have nothing 
else regardless of what the sentiments of 
the male members of the household may be. 

General Johnson is not only vigorous 
and shrewd, he is very wise. He knows 
that there never has been a great national 
success in which women have not made a 
major contribution. 


“Listen, World!” CorneLia 
Elsie Robinson in 
The Baltimore shouldn’t have 

say claimed that 
News, 


“American women 
have Equal Rights 
and opportunities 
with men”—and sends me some startling 
laws to prove I’m wrong. 

I didn’t say they had equal legal rights, 


September 9, 1933. 


lady. But they do have equal hwnan 
rights, if they want to use them. Meaning 
what? Meaning the right to stand on 
their own hind legs and raise Cain, if 
they don’t like the breaks they’re getting. 


And I still maintain that most of the 
“injustice” which we women are suffer. 
ing now, and have always suffered, is due 
not so much to masculine inhumanity but 


to our own laziness, stupidity, frivolity, 
cowardice, general cussedness and conceit. 
And we could have had a better deal, any 
time, if we’d been willing to pay he price 
for it. 

However, that doesn’t mean that I ap- 
prove of the conditions under which wom- 
en are still forced to function, or am not 
doing my humble bit to better them. And, 


to prove it, I’m going to print part of the 


broadcast which the District of Columbia 
Federation of Women’s Clubs has com- 
piled and which Mrs. Hill has forwarded 
to me, 


You “don’t like women’s clubs” ? What 


of it? This stuff is straight, no matter 


who compiled it. And will you not be 
proud of your Big, Wonderful, Progres- 
sive Country when you read it? sis you 
will not! Listen! 


“Do you know that in Oklahoma women — 


are barred by law from holding any of 
the higher elective offices? 

“Do you know that before Mrs. Fergu- 
son was inducted into office as the first 
woman Governor of Texas she petitioned 


court -to-set aside her ‘legal disabili- 


ties as a married woman’ in order that 
contracts entered into by her on behalf 
of the State might not be questioned ? 


“Do you know what the legal phrase zZ 
‘disabilities of a married woman’ means? 


“That in many States it means married 
women, in the same way as criminals, 
children and the insane, are limited in 
their right to contract? 

“That this classes large groups of wom- 
en as legally and financially irresponsible, 
and handicaps them in the legitimate 
transaction of their property and busi- 
ness? 


“Do you know how married women’s 


property rights are restricted? _ 

“That in Florida the husband can man- 
age and control his wife’s separate prop- 
erty? 

“That in Louisiana only the husband is 
privileged to manage and dispose of the 
husband’s and wife’s joint property? 

“That in Michigan, though the wife 
paid for property held jointly by husband 
and wife, the husband has the sole right 
to the rents and profits? 

“That in South Carolina even a wom- 
an’s clothes are held to be the property 
of her husband? 

“Do you know that the wife’s earnings 
may be the husband’s property? 

“That in Georgia the records are full 
of cases where the husband has availed 
himself of his right to his wife’s earnings? 

“That in New York State the earnings 


Equal Rights 


of a wife secured from labor under her 
husband’s roof from sewing, nursing or. 
keeping boarders belongs to her husband? 

“Do you know how inheritance laws 
discriminate against women? 

“That in New Mexico and Nevada all 
property acquired after marriage by the 
industry of husband or wife is their joint 
property of which the husband on his 
death may leave his half to whom he 
pleases, while the wife, unless she outlives 
her husband, may not leave her half to 
anyone but the husband, not even her 
children ? 

“That in Arkansas the father inherits 
to the exclusion of the mother when their 
child dies without a will and leaves no — 
descendants? 

“That in the District of Columbia there 
are many discriminations against moth- 
ers, grandmothers, and other female rela- 
tives in the inheritance laws? | 

“That in Texas a husband may divorce 
his wife for a single act of infidelity, but 
a wife cannot divorce her husband unless 
he has abandoned her and is living in a 


state of infidelity? 


“Do you know how insecure are the 


rights of mothers to their children? 


“That the father is sole natural guardian 
of minor children in Alabama, Arizona 
and Texas? That in Georgia it is legally 
possible for a father to will away the 
custody of his children from the mother? 

“That Michigan, New York and Massa- 


_chusetts are among the States where the 


father alone is entitled to the services and 
earnings of the children? 

“Do you know that in more than half 
the States women are denied the right to 
serve on juries? 

“Do you know that there is not a single 
State in the Union where men and women 
live under equal protection of the law?” 

And you haven’t heard the half? 

So now you think—what? 


Omaha Wife O MAHA, Sep- 
Ordered To tember 14. -— 
Pay Alimony For the first time 

in the annals of the 

The New York local divorce court 
Times, a husband has been 


In granting. a 


to Mrs. Eleanor Balkus, Judge 


Rhoades ordered her to pay Joe Balkus 
$4,000 alimony in monthly instalments of 
$25 each. The two had been packing- 
house workers for sixteen years. The hus- 
band’s wages had been applied to the 
family’s living expenses, the wife’s had 
been deposited in the savings bank in her 
own name. The judge held it was the joint 
labor of the two which made a saving of 
$11,000 possible. 
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